appointed in 1934 and it is from that date that Sir Francis Fraser takes up the story from personal knowledge and intimate involvement. The author deals with the problems of 'Hammersmith' during the second world war, but even before the end of hostilities, in January 1944, steps were taken to set up a federal organization within the University of London. Expansion of the Postgraduate School at Hammersmith, the creation of all the Institutes and then, in 1948, the involvement of the University with postgraduate activities in the Metropolitan Regions, described not only from the records of the Federation but also from the mind of its designer and first Director. This delightful presentation of what might be otherwise considered dull history is of value as a permanent record and as a tribute to those who had the vision and the vigour to overcome obstructions, to accept inevitable compromise and to create in London a network of facilities for research and postgraduate education which has been the envy of many countries. Medical men and women who have passed through 'Hammersmith' or the 'Institutes' will find this monograph both stimulating and instructive. In a sense the book is in part an autobiography and for that reason alone commends itself to the many men in the Commonwealth and elsewhere who have reason to be grateful for contacts and opportunities which the author's immense academic achievements made possible. Although the book is published posthumously, the author had almost completed the manuscript before his death, and its completion was supervised by Miss A Y Champtaloup.
D F ELLISON NASH
Medical Record Linkage by E D Acheson MA DM MRCP pp xviii+213 25s London &c.: Oxford University Press for NuffieldProvincial Hospitals Trust 1967 Acheson, well known for his work as Director of the Oxford Record Linkage Study, argues the case for a nation-wide integrated system of medical information; selected data to be assembled into personal files and then in family groupings. He explains and emphasizes the enormous value of such a system for administration of the vast, growing health industry, for research, and for clinical work. Even now the information is documented in separate systems, e.g. vital, hospital, social events. Computers enable them to be integrated; and that part of the cost which consists of the preparation of the primary data is already being spent.
The United Kingdom is well placed to move forward. We possess advanced systems of administration, medical care, vital records and research. On the negative side are understandable suspi-cions of dossiers, breaches of confidentiality, red tape, quality of data, waste, inertia, conservatism and cost. Acheson suggests that confidentiality could be respected and that the other suspicions are misplaced. Irrespective of the phasing of the ultimate plan, it is important now to review all the types of data which may be used; changes are important even in their own right for ad hoc or limited linkage, in particular those which identify individuals. The General Register Office is conducting a review of registration law with these considerations very much in mind.
Acheson's book presents a masterly sweep of the field with an easy style born from familiarity with the subject. Sometimes his scorn of present methods is unfair, and not everybody will agree with all he says, more particularly his estimates of cost and other implications of the jump to routine nation-wide linking; but no one concerned with the development of medicine and the social sciences should miss this book.
A M ADELSTEIN
Practical Management of the Acute Abdomen by Nigel C Keddie MA BM FRCS pp 120 12s 6d London: Lloyd-Luke 1967 This little book is an excellent practical guide for clinical students. It clearly sets out the important points in diagnosis of the acute abdomen, stressing the bedside approach rather than the all too prevalent modern practice of relying on X-rays and laboratory tests. In the treatment of the various conditions the teaching is naturally dogmatic but should prove very sound advice for all students. Inserted in the text are pages for any notes which can be useful to the methodical student who remembers his patients and thereby remembers his physical signs and treatment.
The book is a useful book for the clinical student of surgery. E Patients not uncommonly present. with morbid jealousy, yet the psychiatrist who tries to find out more about this condition will be hard pressed to know where to start. Not rating as a diagnostic category, the condition may be briefly alluded to in any or none of the chapters in the usual textbooks. This was the case at least until Professor Michael Shepherd's now classical review of the subject in 1961, but the busy psychiatrist will still have to find the time to go to an original source such as this.
It is timely, therefore, that a small volume should appear devoted to this, and other syndromes which are perhaps less common. The present collection of seven such syndromes adds to morbid jealousy (Othello syndrome) the syndromes of Capgras, De Clerambault, Ganser, the couvade, Miunchausen and Gilles de la Tourette.
The authors have in each case given an account of the historical (and literary) background of these conditions, the signs, symptoms, and differential diagnosis, together with course and treatment. If one may offer any criticism at all, it is that the descriptions of the psychopathologies are admittedly speculative, and contrast uneasily with the solid factual data afforded on the other counts.
This attractive book will be very warmly welcomed by psychiatiists, especially those in clinical practice, both senior and junior. It is to be hoped that the authors will follow it up with a similar volume to bring the number of syndromes covered up to a round dozen. Biometeorology was defined by the Society as comprising 'the study of the direct and indirect interrelations between the geophysical and geochemical environment of the atmosphere and living organisms, plants, animals and man. The term "environment" is broadly conceived and includes micro-, macro-, and cosmic environments (both natural and simulated) insofar as they affect the earth's atmosphere and the diverse physical and chemical factors which comprise these environments'.
In the light of this 'definition' detailed criticism of the proceedings of a symposium in which such a wide view was taken would obviously be beyond the competence of a single reviewer even if space were no object.
No one would doubt that climate and weather are important factors in the etiology and prevalence of certain diseases and among 1,136 pages one finds plenty of sound papers demonstrating this relationship. There is no lack of respectable names and much straightforward physiology. The veterinary scientists' contribution looks impres-sive, as does the section dealing with the effect of climate and weather on the migration of insects. There are some good essays on towns as 'heat islands' and on pollution of the air in Sheffield and Reading. Hidden away in the section 'Adaptation to Artificial Atmospheres including High Pressure Environment' is a useful paper, in French, on the effect on nocturnal visual acuity of low concentrations of carbon monoxide.
But there is much that will find less ready acceptance; a paper on 'high magnetic fields in terminal cancer and other illnesses' is unfortunately given only in briefest summary as is another on 'biosynoptical aspects of medical-meteorological forecasting with special reference to the role of cosmic factors'. And one might like to have a fuller version of 'Physiological and Clinical Observations on the Effect of Ionized Oxygen on Poliomyelitis Patients' to see if there were grounds for taking it seriously.
Of course, some of these authors may yet be right for wrong reasons or for reasons not disclosed. The two volumes contain much that is exceedingly good and much that is shockingly bad. You pay your money (E12) and take your choice.
P J LAWTHER

Age and Function by Alastair Heron and Sheila Chown ppx+182 45s London: J & A Churchill 1967
This book describes an attempt to determine the effect of age upon mental and physical function. It is based upon a series of tests given to 540 normal adult subjects in the Liverpool district. After an introductory chapter about the problem of ageing and a description of the selected material, the various tests employed are indicated. When the results of investigations were analysed, physiological and cognitive measures were clearly related to age, while personality differences were not. Cognitive measures were also related to socio-educational level. Among the physical attributes tested were weight, sitting height, biceps circumference, visual acuity, hearing, blood pressure and forced expiratory volume. The psychological tests included perceptual mazes, progressive matrices, digit coding, memory for design and trail making. Heron and Chown have accumulated a considerable amount of data, most of which extends the work of other gerontologists. They agree with Albertini that age is associated with decrease in power of adaptation owing to loss of tissue and functional reserve. On the other hand, they consider that Welford has over-emphasized the effect of speed on performance in the elderly. The chief value of this book lies in the fact that it provides norms which can be used by other workers. It is
